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President's Letter

Our year-end Holiday Party is scheduled for
Saturday, January 5th at Blue Canyon in
Twinsburg. | will present our Member-of-The-Year
award, membership anniversary recognition

pins, recognize our new members, and present
our 2019 calendar of events.

Our spring events will include a tech session at
Harwood Motors, the Cleveland Auto Show and
luncheon, and a cultural outing in Oberlin.
Although our board has put together a thoughtful
list of monthly events for next year, | would
encourage all our members to recommend novel
events for 2019 that our membership might
enjoy.

Finally, | want to express the deep loss we all feel
for Frank Cozza. He embodied the heart and soul
of our Western Reserve Section and gave us a
national prominence within The Mercedes-Benz
Club of America that we must strive to retain.

I am looking forward to seeing many of you on
January 5th, and wish all of you a joyous and
healthy holiday season!

Rod. %WPSOM

National News

The National Board meeting was held last month.
Detailed information will be in the next STAR. In
the meantime, the officers elected for the next
year are:

President-Gene Jurick

V. P. -Steve Ross
Treasurer- Julie Bruggner
Secretary- Cliff Reyle

Former Regional Director for the Great Lakes
Region, John Briggs, has moved out of the region
so his replacement is Rodd Masteller. Rodd joined
the MBCA in October 1999 with the hope of finding
people who could teach me him how to find a good
value W113. He still has the 230 SL he bought in
2000. His current daily driver is a 1997 E300 Diesel.
Rodd served as the Central Ohio Section President
from 2009 to 2015 and ran the All German Car
Show from 2001 to 2009. He and his wife, Kim,
have been married for 18 years and live near
Lithopolis (near Columbus). Rodd is looking
forward to working with all the section leaders to
help make the club better for everyone. Great to
have you, Rodd!
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Remembering Frank Cozza

The Western Reserve Section and MBCA lost a valued
. friend and member when Frank Cozza passed away on
\ Monday, Oct. 1s.. Frank and Mary Alice have devoted over
25 years of their time and efforts for the betterment of
~ | our section and of the club nationally. A few thoughts as
’5 we reflect on our time with Frank:

--In addition to serving on our section board of directors,
Frank was our Great Lakes Regional director for many
years in addition to being National Events committee

e - chair in charge of helping sections to organize events
K(( D such as Starfest, Gemutlichkeit, StarTrack, and many
others. In recent years he was elected as a director at
large of MBCA. Frank was awarded the prestigious Silver Star award by Mercedes-Benz in 2004 in
recognition of his service to the club and to the marque.

--Frank had a passion for performance driving and loved exercising his various Mercedes-Benz on
race tracks across the country. His talent earned him numerous fast time of day awards against
some formidable competitors. At every event you would see Frank volunteering as an instructor to
pass his knowledge onto others.

--Frank and Mary Alice have touched countless lives as they traveled across the country teaching
MBCA Defensive Driving courses to members and their families. It always seemed like you could
not attend a national event without hearing stories from members who used the techniques
taught by the Cozzas to avoid trouble on the highway.

--He had a great sense of identifying club members who could broaden their horizons to get
involved in club activities for the benefit of everyone. He was a mentor to many members who
took on leadership roles in the club.

--Frank could be quiet and thoughtful—but when he spoke it was invariably something that was
worth listening to. To many of us who knew him well, he also had a great sense of humor and
loved to have fun.

--How many people could announce that “Tomorrow I'm going to cut the roof off of the kitchen and
build a domed ceiling” and then execute it to perfection?

--Many times he would close a conversation with “Have a Super Day”"—a
great outlook to remember.

Rest in peace Frank—you'll be greatly missed by £ >
many. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the ;= 383
Cozza family. -

b=

If you have any thoughts or memories of your = -~ 7J
experiences with Frank, please send them to ", -
wrsection@gmail.com. We will compile them = =
and forward them to the Cozza family. -




Ted's Tech Corner
fdéafﬁ[rded

On Saturday November 3, 2018 Nicko Koutavas hosted a detailing clinic at an open house at his
new home and shop in Mantua. Nicko has only been at this location for less than a year and
already it is a delightful, clean, large, airy installation. A huge high bay garage has been added to
a deceiving normal looking residence on a side street in a small village. As many as six large
vehicles can be accommodated for detail restoration in this facility. The living quarters of the
home is an open floor plan arrangement with high ceilings, too. The facility is fantastic for
hosting a small group of 25 for a catered dinner such as ourselves. Nicko has had an Open
House for the Porsche Club of more than 200 guests that spilled out of doors as well. A great
location.

Nicko’s presentation was in two parts. In the living room he brought our group up to date by
presenting a review of the tech session we had with him at his previous Hudson location six
years ago. Our club website benzclub.org has a most comprehensive review of this event
including recommended products and techniques for maintaining your Mercedes in a like-new
condition. This time Nicko showed us the evolution of tools of the trade including buffers,
microfiber towels, and specific products for specific restoration tasks. Even something as basic
as car storage covers and techniques was included. Because of the increasing awareness of the
investment value of collector cars, this kind of information is invaluable.

In the workshop downstairs Nicko demonstrated electronic paint thickness measurement to
determine the kind of treatment possible in recuperating older oxidized weathered paint.
Modern vehicles generally have two part paint systems that includes a clear coat outer
protective finish. However most collector vintage cars were painted with single stage paint
systems. This kind of paint finish is much more delicate to restore and protect.

Possibly the most interesting topic covered by Nicko is the evolution of protective films and their
application after a vehicle has been thoroughly detailed. Earlier films did not provide the same
level of protection as the newer ones. And these films proved to be nearly impossible to remove
without doing damage to the underlying surfaces. Nicko has spent literally months working on a
huge Dodge Ram double cab pickup truck. He explained the techniques for applying film to
various components of the truck. For example, tight contours around mirrors can prove to be
very difficult. These new films also provide protection from ultraviolet rays that can otherwise
destroy the paint.

Nicko also explained when he has to say no to a customer. A vintage 4 door Lincoln Continental
with low mileage, unfortunately, has spent too much time out in the weather. The deep maroon
leather interior has survived pretty well, but all of the flat horizontal surfaces have not faired as
well. The collector owner insists that Nicko could bring the paint back to life, but Nicko's stance
and his reputation says NO. And so there the car sits for the past year.

In a nutshell, Nicko is a most valuable asset to the club. He has hosted several events over past
several years and has made great suggestions for other car related events. Besides that, he
helps recruit new members and | just plain like the guy. Not only that, this fall he bought back
the 1978 citrus green metallic car that | had brought to the United States in 1987. Mike Schiltz
another club member hated to sell it back to Nicko. Mike caved in because that unique green car
is Nicko's first Mercedes. Nicko drove it on the Club’s fall leaf tour to New York State this past fall.
The year before Mike had taken his family of five through New England on a fall leaf tour. Great
Car.



NEW EVENT DATE
Harwood Motors-Capaldi
Coffee and Cars
Saturday, January 26, 2019
10:30 a.m. - 12:00
Harwood Motors
1333 Highland Road
Macedonia, OH 44656

New Members 8-9-18 to 12-4-18 Welcome!

William Alford
Robert Harwood
Ron Lauber

Jan & Kenneth Pesta

Renewals 8-9-18 to 12-4-18 Glad you're back!

Gordon Anhold
James Bergstrom
Richard Bird
Karen Carson

Judith Caruso (transfer from CA)

10:30- 11:00 Coffee and Donuts
11:00-12:00 Presentation by Jim Capaldi.
Restoration Specialist
Please send $10 registration fee to:
Ted Gottfried
35 S. Hayden Pkwy.

Hudson OH 44236
Or on PayPal at benzclub.org

Fall Events

The Western Reserve Section enjoyed several good events this fall. The September
16th Clambake and car show at DTJ Taborville in Auburn Township has grown each
of the three years we've been going. This year we had 40 people. As usual, the
huge meal was delicious, and the camaraderie, and car show made for a very
enjoyable day! And host, Allan Pintner, ordered great weather for the event. This
year’s winner of the People’s Choice car show was a completely restored 1957
Oldsmobile 88 convertible owned by Bill Myroniak of Broadview Hts. See you
September 15, 2019 for the next one!

On October 6, an impressive group of Mercedes-Benzes made the trip to Derby,
NY to tour Graycliff, the summer home built for Isabelle and Darwin Martin on the
bluffs of Lake Erie by Frank Lloyd Wright. Construction took place between 1926
and 1931. Darwin Martin was an industrialist from Buffalo who wanted the airy
summer home for his family. After the deaths of Darwin and Isabelle, the children
didn't choose to keep the home, and it was sold in 1951 to Piarist Fathers, an order
of Roman Catholic Priests from Hungary, as their motherhouse. As their numbers
declined, they decided to put it on the market in 1997, but their only offer was
from a developer who wanted to tear it down and build condominiums. Another
person who had looked at the house, Carol Bronnenkant and family, didn’t want to
see the historic mansion torn down so called several public meetings hoping to ask
the public to save Graycliff. The Graycliff Conservancy was incorporated and took
over Graycliff. The priests had done extensive remodeling to fit their needs, and
the conservancy has been returning it to its original design even finding some of
the original furniture and placing it in the house. Our docents were so
knowledgeable and shared much information to our group. Following the tour, we
drove a short distance to a nearby lake front restaurant to cap off our wonderful
event before heading home. Thanks to Rod Thompson for arranging this event!

Our final event this fall was the detailing seminar at the home of Nicko Koutavas
in Mantua. You will find that summary in Ted Gottfried’s article. Not only was the
information plentiful, but the Greek lunch served by Nicko and his family was
outstanding. The meal even included homemade baklava prepared by member
Joanne Kalessis.

Kenneth Coyne
Alex Dade
Anthony Dunne
Wayne Ecke
Robert Erickson
David Gentzler
William Gesell
Gary Goodman
Fred Gwinn
Moritz Haiss
Aldolphus Harris
Charles Hearn
Robert Henkin
Raymond Hensel
Robert Hoover
Frank Huemmer
Howard Jacobs
Stanley Klein
Warren Ledsky
Ronald Marthaller
Anneliese Nefos
Jeffrey Noss

Joe Oberle
James Rector
Tyler Rice

Lewis Sawitzke
Brant Schnackenberg
Drew Schneider
Vassie Scott
Doug Seib
Richard Self
Monica Skurich
Robert Starr
Victor Troha
Jerry Vanaskey
Don Velcio
Jonathan Veres
Joe Wehrheim
DB Zimmerman



