                              Glossary of Terms used during MBCA Concours d’Elegance

Best in Show:  The entry in show class with the highest score.  In the case of a tie, the Chef Judge and Concours Chairman will be responsible to find a method to break the tie.

Best in Street:  The entry in street class with the highest score.  This vehicle is not eligible for Best in Show.                 

Chief Judge:  a person chosen by the concours chair for his/her experience and familiarity in the process of judging, the national rules regarding MBCA concours and classifying the entries into the correct classes. The Chief Judge may act as an arbitrator whenever disputes arise between the entrant and the judges.  He or She may not enter a car in the judged competition.  He or she may appoint an assistant to help in any matter necessary.
Concours Chair:  Will work with the event organizers to select a venue for the competition, organize a cadre of volunteers to act as marshalls, field workers and assistants to the Chief Judge, publicize the event and help secure cars for the competition.

Concours d’Elegance:  A French word meaning a contest of Elegance. They were used originally to showcase coach- built carriages and later automobiles.

Concours Secretary:  An assistant to the chief judge who ensures that all entrants are distributed proper score sheets, properly filled out, and are entered and identified into the correct class.

Judge:  Any individual who has been previously trained through experience or by attending any MBCA concours judging school. A judge can enter a car into competition, but cannot judge in their or their significant other’s class.  Whenever possible judges are carefully chosen for their individual tasks based on experience within a particular model and should demonstrate a great degree of impartiality in all matters.

Silver Star Preservation class:  Only cars 25 years or older may enter.  The cars must be 25 years old or older.  This class is self evaluated by the entrant and the results are verified by a volunteer judge and the chief judge.  Upon successful completion of the score sheet, the entrant is awarded a certificate, issued by the National Business Office, certifying the status of the cars originality.

Tabulator/scorer:  Any individual who will assist the concours chief judge by adding up the scores of each entrants sheet band my calculate adders for mileage and age for the street cars.
Braking system:  Includes, master cylinder, booster, fluid reservoir, reservoir cap, linkages, lines and ABS components.
Charging system:  Includes all of the elements for the battery and associated peripheral components such as voltage regulator, alternator, battery cables and battery hold downs.
Cooling system: Includes radiator, expansion tank, fan, water pump, and radiator or reservoir cap. 
HVAC: The complete heating, ventilation and air conditioning system components that are under hood.  Includes heat ducts, vents, air conditioning components and any other peripheral components.
OEM part:  Any part that is supplied by an original supplier that does not deviate from the original.

OER part:  Any part that is supplied by an original manufacturer but may differ slightly from the original. It is generally any part that is substituted by an authorized dealer parts department. Normally a deduction is not noted for this part in Street class, but may be noted in Show class.  Examples could be substitutions for clamps, lighting, switches and hardware.

                                Glossary of defect terms as used on score sheet

Chip: A small defacing of the paint finish as caused by a stone or door ding.  A chip is defined as a flaw in the paint that shows either metal or primer coat beneath the paint color.

Coach or sightlines:  these are the normally horizontal flared lines that extend from the front fenders through the doors and may extend to the rear.  These lines should be perfectly level, or a deduction will be indicated.  

Cracked or Crazed:  A narrow split, partial fracture or separation of a piece or part considered to be one unit.  An example would be a split on the interior surfaces, cracked paint where it is ether applied too thick or a panel underneath has become separated.
Creases or wrinkles:  A line, mark or ridge caused by looseness, folding of a fabric, or the breakdown of undelayments or foundations.  Usually found on leather seat coverings, headliners or door panels. 

Damaged: Items that have suffered the ravages of time or slight abrasions. Examples might be road rash on wheels, micro chips in the windshield etc.

Delamination:  A separation of the layers of wood or perhaps the front windshield where the lifting is usually caused by breakdown of adhesives caused by water or excessive heat over prolonged periods of exposure.
Dent:  A slight or significant depression. Indentation, or hollow below the surface caused by a blow or some other form of pressure.

Dirt:  Any residue left on an original finish that has been allowed to discolor the finish.  This may not include any dust that has settled on the finish or any temporary residue caused by plant pollen or insects that are indigenous to the concours site that day.  In other words, dirt or residue that has been on the vehicle prior to the day’s event.
Discolored /cloudy:  A change in color, wither darker or lighter, variegated, streaked, opaque instead of transparent.  May also be a breakdown or yellowing of clear coat on older models.

Faded:  A finish that has lost color or brilliance as in an exterior finish that has had excessive exposure to the elements.  This can also be evident on seats, door panels and dash coverings that have seen too much ultraviolet rays over time.
Fisheyes:  Is defined as a flaw in the paint which resembles a cratering, opening or eruption, which is usually caused by a foreign substance such as silicon in the air at the time of refinishing.  The paint finish will not adhere to silicon, causing the fisheye.

Frayed:  A fabric, leather or wiring harness that has become ragged on the edges where material is unraveling or where stitching has failed.

Gaps:  Is defined as the spacing between adjacent body panels, for example. The can also be on interior parts and chrome embellishments. Usually adjacent body panel gaps are given at around 4mm.  If they are excessive or uneven a deduction is in order.

Lifting /peeling:  The separation of a finish on items such as wood, paint or chrome from the base structure. This can occur in small to large sheets or flakes. 

Loose:  Any item not connected, restrained, bound, glued or attached where it is 9intened to be is considered loose. This usually pertains to fabrics, leathers, vinyl, wood or even panels of metal which has either become unglued or the fasteners have failed.

Non-authentic:  Any part, component or finish is to be considered non-authentic if it is not considered to be correct for that specific year and model as it was delivered to the dealer.
Orange Peel:  Is the appearance of the final coat to be slightly rough, resembling the finish similar to the skin of an orange.  This is usually caused by an excessive amount of paint being applied at low pressure.  While it is true that original factory finishes may have evidence of orange peel, this is considered normal, usually not excessive and not worthy of a deduction.  However many re-sprays exhibit excessive orange peel in hard to buff areas such as below the headlights, taillights and door upper window frames.  These are usually deductions.

Over finishing/polishing:  This applies to over polishing of aluminum surfaces usually in the engine compartment, or alloy wheels,  Can also be applying chrome over alloy wheels or chrome plating  of engine compartment items.  Can also be wood or metal finishes that are too glossy.  In all cases these are deductible flaws.  

Over-spray:  A thin film or paint or even glue residue on adjacent surfaces. This is usually caused by inadequate masking, poor painting procedures or inadequate cleaning of the adjacent surfaces.  A cautionary note:  Surfaces that are not usually upper body panels can exhibit overspray such as lower valences, rocker panels, wheel openings and grille openings.  These may be factory finishes and are not worthy of a deduction.

Patina:  Usually original interior components that are slightly worn, creased or even faded, but not excessively so.  The creases and cracks cannot go through the color.  Other examples may be thin chrome and slightly faded paint.  These may be considered on original finishes.  A deduction may not be warranted, strictly based on the judge’s subjective evaluation.

Pits/pitted: Small hollows or a series of hollows of or slight eruptions in a finished surface.  Usually found on chrome plated surfaces.
Poor body work:  Can be poorly attached fenders, quarter panels, and rocker panels, evidence of poor or incorrect welding, bubbles beneath the paint or anything that can be attributed to poor final metal preparation prior to final color.

Poor fit:  Is defined as poorly aligned or excessive gaps of adjacent panels or in the case of seating can be the result of improper stuffing or foundations. Misalignment of stitching in the seats can be the same result.

Ripple:  An undulation in a normally flat surface. This can be the result of poor preparation of the base material.
Rust/oxidation:  Can be reddish brown in the case of untreated steel but can also be whitish- grey in the case of aluminum surfaces.  

Sanding marks/swirls:  These are evident beneath the final finish of paint or chrome.  Cause by poor base metal preparation.

Scratch:  A mark in the finish caused by sharp or ragged objects. In order to be a scratch, the finish must have been interrupted.

Stain: A discoloring or soling of the finish.

Stress fracturing:  This is evident usually on the plastic headlight doors, covering, fog lamps lenses and taillights. Can be a deduction depending on the severity of the fracturing.

Tears/holes:  A puncturing or separation by force of a soft material is a tear.
Worn: Exhibiting the effects of excessive use and wear.
