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What is Gemütlichkeit 2015…
Gemütlichkeit is the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America’s oldest National Event.  Loosely translated, 
Gemütlichkeit  means a spirit of friendship and 
camaraderie. Gemütlichkeit  2015 is a multi-
day national gathering that offers something for 
everyone—Concours d’Elegance, defensive driving, 
autocross, performance driving school, banquets, side 
trips, and plenty of social time too. Here is a brief 
description of these “foreign” terms:

Concours d’Elegance --a car show. This is a chance 
to show off your prized possession in an elegant 
setting. To increase the fun, you can enter your car 
be judged. Trained MBCA judges inspect your car 
for cleanliness, authenticity, and condition using a 
100-point score sheet as a guideline. Consideration is 
taken for mileage and age, and cars are classed with 
like models.  There is also a display class so you can 
show off your Mercedes-Benz without the need to 
prepare it for the judging process.

Defensive Driving—is designed to help you to 
become a safer, more confident highway driver by 
practicing accident avoidance skills that are not taught 
in a typical drivers ed class as well as by learning how 
your car performs in various situations. The driving 
course is a series of low speed exercises that simulates 
various emergencies that might arise on the road.  
Even those of us who have been driving for many 
years can benefit from sharpening our skills.

Autocross—A course set up with cones on the 
vehicle dynamics area at Pittsburgh International 
Race Complex. With the help of an instructor, the 
participant follows the course through gates and turns 

to hone maneuverability skills. Then, to make it 
more exciting, after several practice runs, times are 
recorded for 3 runs. Trophies will be awarded at the 
final banquet. Again, cars are classed with other like 
cars.  

High Performance Driving School—the Mercedes-
Benz Driving Experience will use the all-new “big 
track” at Pittsburgh International Race Complex, a 
3-mile road course full of fun and thrills. Again an 
instructor will ride with the participant and teach the 
participant the “ins and outs” of driving the track at 
peak performance. This is an opportunity to really 
learn the performance available in your car while 
driving at a pace that is comfortable for you.  This is 
not door-to-door racing and all passing is carefully 
controlled.

There will be social time too--the event will kick-off 
on Wednesday August 19th with a welcome reception 
at our host hotel, the Pittsburgh Marriott North, where 
you can meet Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts from across 
the country.  Our final awards banquet on Saturday 
evening will be a fitting end to a fun 3 days. There 
will also be a variety of activities on Thursday and 
Friday for those who do not wish to participate in the 
track driving activities. 

Gemütlichkeit 2015 is an opportunity for you to get to 
know your fellow club members and more about your 
car. Lasting friendships have been made all across 
the country at these events, and we’d love to add you 
to that list. Watch for announcements in our monthly 
emails and on our website at www.benzclub.org. And 
most of all, we hope you’ll participate!
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National and Regional News….

Frank Cozza

by Frank Cozza

Members Dec. 12 – March 4, 2015

Carl Wennerstrom
Scott Ruport
Jonathan Krull
Michael Bongers

Renewals – Glad you’re back!

Nancy Druzin
Carol Correthers
Chemere Okezie
Myles Abbott

Tim Lanese
Mary Mehwald

New Members

Startech will be held in Cincinnati, Ohio                  
June 12-14, 2015

Startech is filled with technical seminars plus social 
events and car show

Anyone interested in driving your car on the track?

There will be an open track day at Watkins Glen Raceway, Watkins 
Glen, New York on July 1, 2015. To register contact Dr. James Roberts, 
jertoothsaver@bellsouth.net

There will also be an open track day at Thompson 
Raceway, Thompson, Connecticut on July 21, 2015.                                                                    
To register, contact John Piekarczyk, 560sec@charter.net

Instructors are available at both tracks to teach participants the safest and 
best way to drive the track. 

Mercedes-Benz Club Starfest will be held at Thompson Raceway  in 
2016. 

Please Mark Your Calendars For AUG. 19-22, 2015 The Western 
Reserve Section Will Be Hosting A National Event, Gemütlichkeit.

For information contact Sue Morrison at slm2teach@aol.com
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This long winter is finally getting 
to me and I’m considering a call 
to Tire Rack to ask if they offer 
Blizzaks for my SLK230. However, 
during this period of unusually 
severe winter weather our Section 
has enjoyed an amazing Holiday 
Party at the Sebring Mansion and 

a gracious reception preceding the Cleveland Auto 
Show given by our sponsors for the show, Mercedes 
–Benz North Olmsted!

Mary Alice Cozza and Sue Morrison made 
arrangements for a repeat visit to Sebring. Our group 
was again met at the front door with champagne and 
was treated to Bananas Foster and other amazing 
desserts as we ended the evening. After a very 
enjoyable dinner we were entertained by a comedian 
claiming that he had been sent by Donald Trump. 
He amused us with a variety of one-liners, balloon 
stunts, and other affronts. I enjoyed being able to 
jokingly end his entertainment since he had said that 
he represented “The Donald” by repeating those two 
famous Trump words “You’re Fired”.  Mary Alice 
and Sue will again be challenged to find a venue for 
next year’s party that tops this fantastic event. 

The team at Mercedes-Benz of North Olmsted 
annually sponsors free tickets  to the Cleveland 
Auto Show. Our Board decided to slightly change 

the agenda for this year’s event by accepting North 
Olmsted’s invitation to hold a reception at their 
facility. John Tuck took time from his extremely 
busy schedule of being a full time engineer and an 
evening MBA student at Baldwin Wallace to make 
the arrangements. We enjoyed a welcome from 
the management team, a presentation of upcoming 
new model offerings by Kat Winegar, Mercedes-
Benz Sales Operations Manager, and a tour of their 
meticulous service area. 

We are again scheduling a full calendar of events for 
spring and summer.  Rod Thompson has planned 
a visit to the Crawford Auto Museum for April 
18th featuring a buffet lunch at a famous Cleveland 
historical restaurant and inn, the Glidden House, 
which is within walking distance of Crawford. We 
will be returning to the Huron Yacht Club and Spread 
Eagle Tavern, and are in the proposal stage of a 
possible dinner on the Goodtime II and a cruise-in 
visit to a Mexican restaurant in Lorain. Our Board 
is enthusiastically planning Gemütlichkeit 2015, a 
National MBCA event for August 19-22.

I’m seriously hoping that I will be able to take my 
SLK out of storage soon and that the Blizzaks won’t 
be necessary. However, while we wait for the snow 
and ice to melt, please check our section’s website at 
www.benzclub.org for further event details and…… 
see you there!

President's Message – See you soon! 

Jim Tullis

Western Reserve Member of the Year
Our Western Reserve Section of the MBCA proudly 
announces Sue and John Morrison as 2014 Member 
of the Year. Sue and John attend almost all of our 
section events and often teach classes and participate 
in National MBCA events. Sue is always there! She 
is involved in every announcement, internet flash, 
last minute flyer, and the “Crier”. John keeps a steady 
hand on the finances of our section and conducts 
and accounts for every financial transaction. Con-
gratulations and thank you so much Sue and John 
for your continuing contributions to the Western 
Reserve Section!!!

Jim Tullis presenting Sue and John member of the year 



A conversation of two friends
Former Western Reserve President, Bill VerDuin has 
relocated to Arizona for the majority of the year but still 
makes frequent trips to his Ohio home. He is searching for 
the best car to use for these trips and has consulted Western 
Reserve Tech Specialist Ted Gottfried for advice. The 
following is the running conversation between the two. It is 
hoped that this is good information for anyone looking for a 
similar M-B. 

Bill:  I’m in the process of selling my 111 and pondering a 
Benz suitable for my Tucson- to-Cleveland and back drives 
and wondered what you like for that. I’ve always liked the 
oldies. Pontons through 250/280 SE’s, but my new criteria 
are (1) no rust and bulletproof reliability, (2) no more 4.11 
axle screaming revs at highway speeds, and the biggie (3) 
air conditioning with fully modern capabilities. I could see 
where the proper 280 SE 4.5 from a western state might 
take care of 1 and 2, but what about 3 handling Tucson 
summers? How new do I need to go, and what models do 
you like?

Ted:  A 240 Diesel 4 cylinder stick with manual sun roof 
and A/C, roll up windows, in short as few electrical options 
as possible in 1981-82-83 in a 123 body was one of the 
best models ever conceived. It gets great mileage for long 
trips (I used to get 32-36 mpg, no problem). AC is easy to 
service and reliable; only real issue was rust. I ran mine up 
to 275K and all mechanicals were still excellent. I actually 
considered transferring all mechanicals to a rust free body, 
but now have a 2005 320CDI that gets 38 mpg with all the 
electronic bells and whistles. The 1970  M-Bs with 114, 
115, 108, and 109 bodies that you seem to favor were not 
really designed for USA conditions. I had a great 1972 
4.5 280 SEL (rust free, but the mechanicals outpaced the 
integrity of the structure of the car) from Sun City AZ with 
way too many issues in a 100K car, versus the satisfaction 
I received from using it. If you find one that seems to be a 
winner, be prepared for serious maintenance issues. Mine 
always ran extremely hot even after a new radiator and all 
the usual hot weather fixes. Other 1980 123 and 116 cars 
were too complicated for the long haul. Some 300Ds did 
run up to 300 or 400k’s but they were real rat traps near the 
end of their lives with too many issues to ever keep them 
looking and running well. The 420 SEL in a 126 body from 
1986 until 1991 is my choice for second place on my all 
time list for bulletproof cars. (Not the 560, too many relays 
backing up relays).  The 420 SEL is truly a modern car, 
spacious, solid and will run forever with proper preventative 
maintenance. But locating a good, reliable 240D or 420SEL 
is becoming a real challenge. Current owners have learned 
what great cars these are and are reluctant to sell.

Ted Gottfried's technical report
Bill:  So, I’d like to be able to easily keep up with traffic 
on the road at 80+ mph through the mountains, which I 
assume disqualifies the 240D.  What do you think of late 
‘80’s 300 SE/SEL? -reliability up to 420 SEL? How do 
performance and gas mileage compare?

Ted:  Mileage is a function of speed, weather, geography 
driving habits, temperature and many unknowns for 
particular travel such as the tune of the car, the kind of 
fuel, the load in the car. Once these have been factored 
in, then an intelligent answer can be determined. Most 
answers to the mileage question are only averages based 
on similar variables. How about night versus day travel 
in the desert? I can not give you an answer to seemingly a 
simple question. I simply know more and more about less 
and less.  Actually car color is another variable that should 
be included. And the list is infinite.

Bill:  Alright, fine…although I can’t say I’ve heard of 
color as a mileage factor. Anyway, I usually get a little 
better than EPA ratings, and I see the 420 SEL is rated at 
15/17 and other than my ’66 220SEd, that’s pretty low 
compared to the 26+ I’m used to with the rest of my fleet. 
But I must say I’m intrigued by the thought of cruising in 
absolute comfort in an S class.

Ted:  Color of black versus white influences mileage in full 
sun usage.

Bill:  AC working harder—makes sense.  I’m getting 
pretty excited about a 420SEL. On eBay I saw one from 
TX that looks like it has surface corrosion on engine 
peripherals. Maybe this car is from near the coast with 
salt spray? I love the pewter over off-white leather, 61,000 
miles for $3950.

Ted:  Coastal cars from warm climates like Florida literally 
turn into blocks of rust and corroded alloys that are 
unrecognizable!  I’ve seen too many to count.

Bill:  Yeah, I see them claiming on another car 21,000 
miles—hard to believe. So look for evidence of use. I am 
glad they showed the engine compartment detail on the car 
I just mentioned so I could see what I assume was effect 
of salt spray. So, yes, although I liked the color and price 
and claimed mileage, I’m guessing it’s seen plenty of salt. 
Can’t imagine buying a car sight unseen. 

Ted: We have friends all over the country through the club 
to help check out cars, too.



Dealership meeting vs auto show
As a different way of attending the auto show this 
year, John Tuck arranged for a dealership meet-
ing held at Mercedes-Benz of North Olmsted on 
February 24. Our section provided a light lunch in 
the meeting room as we 
listened to presentations 
by Joe Arno and Helder 
Rosa from Mercedes-Benz 
of North Olmsted who 
welcomed the group then 
introduced Kat Winegar, 
MBUSA Sales Operations 
Manager for the Central 
Region. Kat explained some 
of the changes coming out 
from Mercedes and the 
soon to be instituted new nomenclature for the cars. 
After her informative presentation, Aaron McIlwain, 
shop foreman for the dealership, took the group into 
the shop and gave demonstrations and explanations 
of the high-tech make-up of the cars. Those who 

attended the event will receive free admission tickets 
compliments of Mercedes-Benz of North Olmsted 
to the 2015 Cleveland Auto Show at the IX Center 
from March 7-15. Among other attractions at this 

year’s show are an S600, a 
GLA45 and a CLA 45 at 
the Mercedes venue. Also, 
Collection Auto Group 
is providing Millionaire’s 
Row which will include 
2 McLaren 650S Spiders. 

Sounds like a show not to miss. 
Thanks to Mercedes-Benz of 
North Olmsted for their con-
tinued support or our section.

Kat Winegar, Mercedes-Benz 
Sales Operations Manager

What a wonderful time the guests had at the 2015 
Western Reserve Holiday party on Jan. 10 at the 
Sebring Mansion in Sebring, Ohio. Other than im-
possible travel for our 
Buffalo and Cincinnati 
friends, the weather co-
operated for the others. 
Joining us this year were 
our new regional director, 
John Briggs and his wife 
Trish from International 
Stars (Michigan) and Julie 
Bruggner, president of the 
Three Rivers Section (Fort Wayne) and recipient of the 
Officer of the Year award for the Great Lakes Region.  
After mingling with hors ‘oeuvres and complimentary 
champagne on the first floor, we were invited to the 
third floor ballroom for a delicious dinner. President 
Jim Tullis welcomed the guests and introduced the 
entertainer, Gentleman Joe, who performed a variety 
of acts stressing that everything he knows he learned 
from reading and going to the library. Later, Jim in-
troduced new members. Mary Alice Cozza presented 

longevity pins to Rod Thompson (25 years), Man-
fred Von Saucken (accepted by his wife Evelin and 
son Alex, 15 years), John Tuck (10 years) and Buzz 

Ober (5 years). Jim Tullis presented 
the Member-of-the-Year award to 
John and Sue Morrison. Dessert 
of assorted pastries and Bananas 
Foster were then served in the din-
ing room on the first floor. Several 
couples stayed in the inn that night 
and continued with the elegant am-
biance of the mansion. Both parties 

at the Sebring 
Mansion have 

been evenings of unmatched 
elegance and friendliness in a 
perfect combination. Thank-
you to Ganley Mercedes-Benz 
of Akron for the generous 
sponsorship that covered the 
expenses of the entertainment 
and favors. 
  

A goodtime was had by all…

l-r Rod Thompson, Alex Von Saucken, Evelin Von Saucken,
 Luann & Buzz Ober, John and Kendal Tuck

Myles & Karen Abbot



My forty-two years with a 1971 coupe
In April, 1972, I purchased a used 1971 280SE 3.5 
coupe with 22,000 miles on its odometer. Like the 
sedans of that model year, the 1971 coupes and 
cabriolets had a 3.5 liter 230 horsepower V-8 engine 
with both electronic ignition and electronic fuel 
injection. The coupe and its companion cabriolet 
came standard with leather seats, AM-FM Stereo 
radio with automatic antenna, air conditioning, an 
automatic transmission, and for the 1971 model year, 
a lower front grille shell, and front and rear rubber 
bumper inserts. There were 
only 4,502 1971 280SE 3.5 
liter coupes and cabriolets 
built during that model year 
run, but there is no record of 
how many of each were built. 

My forty-two year ownership 
of what is the “flagship” of 
our Mercedes-Benz fleet has 
been an interesting one to 
say the least. In the winter of 
1976-77, while letting the car run outside our garage, 
I experienced what was not uncommon for the early 
bosch electronic fuel injection systems, an engine 
compartment fire caused by a leak of one of the fuel 
injection nozzles on a hot engine. Quick action with 
a fire extinguisher after shutting off the engine and 
raising the hood confined damage only to the engine 
compartment.

Two other incidents with this car were the failure 
of the ignition control unit, the smaller of the two 

electronic control units that operate the ignition and 
fuel injection systems. Fortunately, both of these units 
are available from vendors who rebuild these units at 
a considerable savings over the Mercedes dealer parts 
department cost. 

In 1983, upon accepting a pension buyout from my 
employer, I had the body shop at Koepke Motors 
in Lakewood, Ohio, remove all the chrome trim, 
completely strip the body and repaint the car. It has 

held up very well, 
and there are only 
a few small areas 
today that need to be 
attended to. All the 
chrome trim and the 
complete interior are 
original, and with 
the exception of the 
windshield replaced 
in 2007, all the glass 
is original. 

The 280SE 3.5 coupe is a pleasure to drive on the 
highway and achieves over 21 miles per gallon. I have 
participated in many car shows including the CCAA 
Father’s Day Stan Hywet Show, Glenmoor Car Show, 
and several AACA meets over my years of ownership. 
This was one of two cars used as prototypes for the 
MBCA “Silver Star Preservation Class” at Mercedes-
Benz Club now awarded at MBCA shows. My 3.5 
coupe has also received four Antique Automobile 
Club of America “Driver’s Participation Awards.”

By Morgan Taft

Morgan Taft made mention in his article about the 
Silver Star Preservation Class recognition. In fact, 
Morgan suggested and helped create the class which 
was designed to encourage the owner of a Mercedes-
Benz over 25 years old, who drives the car to enjoy 
it, to participate in  MBCA events and receive recog-
nition for that participation. The car must be driven 
to the event and have all of its safety items operating 
and must have a fire extinguisher. The owner fills out 
a form verifying originality and working conditions of 

parts which is then reviewed by the judging commit-
tee. Once verified by the committee and signed, the 
owner will receive a Silver Star Certificate from the 
National Board Office and will be eligible to purchase 
a grill badge through MBCA as confirmation for the 
vehicle’s status. This is a chance for the owner to share 
his car with the rest of the group. Further information 
and forms are available on the national web site www.
mbca.org under community and resources. This will 
be an opportunity at Gemütlichkeit. 

What is Silver Star Preservation Class?



Pittsburgh

Race Complex

Hosted by
the Western Reserve Section

   

Fun activities for all:
 

  Defensive Driving Class
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

 
  
■ Experience the full potential of your 
Mercedes-Benz! Take the MBCA defensive 
driving class and attend the Performance 
Driving School.
Feel your pulse quicken as you participate in 
the autocross and driving experience at the
Pittsburgh International Race Complex 

■ Show off your Mercedes-Benz in the 
Concours d’Elegance! Every class of 
Mercedes-Benz is welcome from Show to 
Display.

 

Sign Up
■ For information and registration package, 
call Sue or John Morrison at 330-673-7885
or email gobenzing@aol.com. Or register 

 

online at www.benzclub.org.

Hotel Headquarters
■

 

Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

What is Gemütlichkeit?
Gemütlichkeit is the oldest Mercedes-Benz 

social events, a judged car show, non-judged
display show, driver education events, and the
chance to experience driving on the combined

Race sports car course. Beginners welcome.
Instruction and coaching will be provided
for all events.

Join us for the oldest  
MBCA national event!

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

For information and registration package,  
call Sue or John Morrison at 330-673-7885  
or email gobenzing@aol.com.   www.benzclub.org

Hosted by the
Western Reserve
Section

Enjoy the friendship, camaraderie and hospitality of 
the Western Reserve Section. This is a great event 
for everyone from the novice to the expert driver.

MBCA

International

Gemütlichkeit:
“The spirit of friendship and camaraderie.”

■  August 19-22, 2015Fun Activities for All

• Event Registration Noon to 5:00 pm

Thursday August 20th
• Event Registration

• Defensive Driving

• Driving experience at Pittsburgh   
  International Race Complex

Friday August 21st

Saturday August 22nd

Sunday August 23rd
• Hotel Checkout 

• Final Awards Banquet

Wednesday August 19th

• Mandatory Drivers Meeting 5:00 pm
• Welcome Reception 7:00 pm

• Concours d’ Elegance  

• Autocross

• Activities for non-driving registrants

• Driving experience at Pittsburgh   
  International Race Complex

• Activities for non-driving registrants

• No Event Activities 

  Autocross
  Track driving experience at Pittsburgh

  International Race Complex
  Concours d’Elegance
  Activities/Tours for non-driving registrants
  Awards Banquet

  Welcome Reception

Pittsburgh Marriott North

(formerly BeaveRun) 3-mile sports car course.

Club of America National Event. It features 

• Event Registration

• Event Registration

North and newly built South track of the Pitt

100 Cranberry Woods Drive

724-772-3700



Check out the Western Reserve Section website at benzclub.org for updates.

Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
7783 Diagonal Road
 Kent, Ohio 44240

Western Reserve Section
CRIER

MBCA Schedule of Events
March 7-15 			   Cleveland Auto Show      				    IX Center
March 15			   Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance			   Florida			
April 7				   Membership Meeting	   7:00 p.m.			   Brewster’s. Twinsburg      
April 18			   Crawford Auto Museum tour				   Cleveland
May 5				    Membership Meeting    7:00 p.m.			   Brewster’s, Twinsburg
June 2				    Membership Meeting    7:00 p.m.			   Brewster’s, Twinsburg
June 12-14			   StarTech (National Event)				    Cincinnati
June 28				   Spread Eagle Brunch & Ice Cream Social		  Hanoverton
July 1				    Performance Driving School				    Watkins Glen
July 7				    Membership Meeting     7:00 p.m.			   Brewster’s, Twinsburg
July 11				   Concours Judging School by Pete Lesler		  Streetsboro
July 12				   Old Car Fun Day					     Rod Thompson’s
July 18-19			   Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Show & races		 Schenley Park, Pittsburgh
July 21				   Performance Driving School				    Thompson, Connecticut
July 25-26			   St. Johns Concours					     Michigan
	

Our section’s website will be updated as things change.  www.benzclub.org  Please check it often. You will learn 
upcoming events quicker by checking for updates and watching your inbox. 
Questions or comments, contact Western Reserve Section at wrsection@gmail.com


