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Western Reserve Section transition

The lead story in the April 2014 issue of The Crier
announced our Western Reserve Section transition
from printed newsletters and event notices to
electronic communications to members who have an
email address on file at the MBCA National Business
Office. We will continue to mail copies to those
members who do not have an email address on file.

To make the transition simple, you can add or update
your email address at the national business office at
www.mbca.org Just log in to “My Profile” and add
your current email address. A couple of tips—please
provide a personal (not corporate) email address if
possible, as many corporate firewalls block emails sent

to a large group or those including an attachment;
and add wrsection@ gmail.com to your address book
or contact list as future emails will be sent from this
new email address.

If you wish to continue to get mailed communications
and do have an email on file, please send an email

to wrsection@gmail.com with mailed copy in the
subject line and include your name and mailing
address in the email.

If you do not have an email on file and don’t wish to
upgrade to e-delivery, there is nothing you need to do
except verify your mailing address online and watch
your mailbox for printed copies.

Looking ahead — sounds like fun

Aug. 23 Old Car Fun Day will again be hosted by
Rod Thompson at his home. Special speaker this year
will be Gene Blackford of the Red Lacquer Room in
Cuyahoga Falls. He also plans to bring his 1950 Old-
smobile “Polynesian” which has been shown country
wide. More information will arrive in your in-box or
mailbox.

Aug. 30 Fellow MBCA member Rudi Kamper is
again the chairman of the auto show at the Labor Day
Berea Oktoberfest at Berea Fairgrounds. For informa-
tion, check their website: www.ClevelandOktoberfest.
com or contact Rudi at 440-234-4027

Sept. 14 German Auto Show at the Donauschwaben
in Olmsted Township. This all German car show with

authentic German Food is a great way to spend a day.
The organizers are always hoping for a large turnout of
German cars on display and judges to help. Why not
take your beautiful Mercedes to this event? Their web
site is www.donauschwabencleveland.com

Oct. 4-5 Heimatfest in Birmingham Alabama. This
event, hosted by the Alabama Section of MBCA will
include track time with qualified instructors at Bar-
ber Motorsports Park, a tour of the acclaimed Barber
Vintage Motorsports Museum, a tour of the MBUSA
factory in Vance Alabama where the new C-class will
be in production as well as the M, R, and GL classes,
and social events. Find information at the Alabama
section’s website at www.alabama.mbca.org or contact
Dr. Jim Roberts, Chairman, at 205-933-9333.
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National and Regional News....

by Frank Cozza

Forwarded by the National election chairman:

National elections are coming up soon. Five

candidates have been certified to run for Director

at Large. At the fall national board meeting,

officers are elected from the serving directors at

large. Also, the Great Lakes Regional director,
though unopposed, is to be voted on this year.
From the national rulebook, “Election material

and a ballot will be mailed to all Active MBCA

Members on or about September 1, 2014.
Your participation in our election process is
important. Completed ballots must be received
by Wednesday, October 15, 2014 to be counted.”
Study the candidates’ bios. The bios will be

printed in the ballots that will be mailed to you.

Frank Cozza

And by all means, VOTE. This is your chance to
have a voice at national meetings.

Members April 5 — June 19
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Renewals — Glad you’re back!
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President's Message — See you soon!

Lee Kalessis planned and led our
Western Reserve Section’s Spring
Car Museum Tour to the Canton
Car Museum on April 12th. Barb
and I were visiting our sons who
both reside in the warmer climes of
the San Francisco Bay area and we
regretfully missed the event! The
Canton Museum is one of the only car museums in
this area that I haven’t toured and I’'m sorry that we
were traveling. The reports I received indicated that
we had a nice attendance and everyone enjoyed the
museum and thought that the tour conductor “made
the tour”. Lee, thanks again for planning such an
enjoyable event!

Jim Tullis

This has been one of those rare beautiful Western
Reserve spring seasons! I was able to uncover my
SLK on April 1st and yes, we have enjoyed several
trips through the CVNP and along the Chagrin River
Road with the top down.

Our Section’s event schedule quickens as we now
cruise into summer! Our featured events include
participation in the Horse Country Tour later this
month, our Section favorite Spread Eagle Tavern of
Hanoverton brunch and Ice Cream Social in late July,
a repeat visit to the Huron Yacht Club in mid-August,
and Old Car Fun Day toward the end of August. We
have attempted to add unique additional features

to each of these so be aware of these events as they
appear on our Section Web Page at www.benzclub.
org.

Thanks again to all of you for your continuing
support. Barb and I are looking forward to driving
along with you on our exciting variety of events this
summer!

See you soon.......

You're invited to StarTech, 2015

This letter is from the Cincinnati section inviting all
to attend StarTech 2015. StarTech is your chance to
learn from the “pros” all you ever wanted to know
about your Mercedes as well as enjoy social events
and things for the kids and spouses not interested in
all the tech talk.

Hello. As President of the Cincinnati Section, I would
like to personally invite you to join us for StarTech
2015 on June 12-14,2015!

We are an easy drive for many of you, but if you
prefer to fly, our hotel (DoubleTree Cincinnati
Airport) is so close that you don't even need to rent
a car. We're planning a fun Welcome Party on Friday
evening, a day of fully interactive and live-streamed
seminars, a Saturday Night Soiree and an Ask the
Experts panel discussion on Sunday morning.

We will have plenty of ancillary events for spouses
and kids. Most fun of all -- we're partnering with the
regional Arthritis Foundation Concours d'Elegance at

Ault Park, which will have Mercedes-Benz as their
featured marque for 2015. Our members will have
the opportunity to apply to enter their cars in the
Concours, or simply park in our expanded corral and
enjoy attending the show.

Cincinnati has a long and illustrious German heritage,
and we look forward to sharing it with everyone. It
would be my great joy to welcome each of you.

The official StarTech 2015 website (www.StarTech.
MBCA .org) is not live yet but will be soon. You

can follow us now on Facebook @ facebook.com/
MBCAIStarTech 2015.

Please let me know if I can answer any questions for
you. We look forward to welcoming you to StarTech
2015!

Most sincerely,

Pam Zelman



Do you have a vanity license plate?

by Morgan Taft
A true “vanity license plate” is one that has a
minimum of four and a maximum of seven letters or
four or five letters and one or two numbers, essentially
a four to seven character plate although a few states,
notably New York
and California,

now permit eight

or nine characters.

I am sure you have
noted some very
clever combinations
on vanity plates,

Somethlng that keeps As Dick Gortz's & John Morrison's say "Why not go Benzing!"

a special review committee in the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles on their toes to assure that no unacceptable
or off-color combinations are issued.

In 1935, Ohio offered what were called “Initial
License Plates” consisting of a variety of low number
combinations in single letter, double letters, in a
range of numbers from 1 to 50 and one to three digit
numbers up to 999 issued by the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles in Columbus for an extra fee. These were
often referred to mistakenly as “vanity license plates.”
In 1950, the series was expanded to three letter plates,
then three letters followed by the digit 1 to 5, and then
the digits 1 to 9 and three letters.

Ohio finally began a more costly four to five all letter
series called the “personalized plates” expanding

it to permit six to seven letters a couple of years
later. These are the true Ohio vanity license plates.
Some of our MBCA
Section members have

a personalized plate on
their cars—*“SOMFUN”
“BENZMAN”,
“MBTECH” and
“WHYNOT” for example.
If you desire a “vanity”
license plate, you can
access the Bureau of Motor Vehicle website in
Columbus and submit your choice to find out if it is
available.

Off we go to the Huron Yacht Club

Ron and Darlene Renzoni have graciously invited
us to the Huron Yacht Club on August 16 for an
expanded repeat of last year’s wonderful day. For
those who wish, we’ll gather at a spot on the west side
of Cleveland and caravan to the Yacht Club in time to
meet and greet and then enjoy lunch together. There
will be a
wooden
boat
display
for us

to tour
during
the

YN

afternoon,
and there will
be music that

wish to stay
and enjoy that
too. More
information
will be sent
either in a
flyer or on the

web site for those receiving electronic publications.
This was a fun, relaxing trip last year and sounds like
it will be great again this year.

Hope you’ll join us. Watch for updates!



Canton Classic Car Museum

On a sunny, cool April 12, nearly 30 members and
friends dusted off the Mercedes (or other car) and
headed for The Canton Classic Car Museum. Some
even had the tops down. This museum had something
for everyone —car memorabilia, vintage toys, historic
photography, Meyer’s Lake displays, posters, steam
engines, hand made items, and other antiques. But the
highlight of the visit was the outstanding, entertaining
guide. Char Lautzenheiser is the Museum director
and has enough information and enthusiasm to
entertain and inform for hours without being boring!
It was difficult to gather us up and move us on to
our next stop—lunch at the McKinley Grand. Since
it was only a block or two away, most walked and
left the cars securely on display at the museum. At
the McKinley Grand, our group was served lunch
in the greenhouse room giving us more opportunity
to enjoy the beautiful spring day. After lunch, many

went downstairs to view the cars in Portfolio—a car
dealership of restored cars. Fortunately for them, their
inventory was low, but they are always an available
display in the basement of the hotel. If you missed

the trip and wish to visit the Canton Classic Car
Museum, find it at www.cantonclassiccar.org They
are open10:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m. seven days a week. It’s
worth the trip. Thank you Lee Kalessis for arranging
this great day.

Marketplace Report by Twisty Bits

If you own a Mercedes-Benz older than 1990, you’re
in the driver’s seat. Actually, even in the 1990s you
are sitting pretty good, especially the SL500 series.
All in all, if you have an early classic or ‘new’ classic
Mercedes-Benz, the market is moving in your favor.
It sounds unseemly to talk about this hobby in terms
of values, and for 99% of us we are just here to enjoy
the hobby, not the investment, but it doesn’t hurt once
in a while to take stock.

For example, let’s look at the Pagoda series of SLs
from the 1960s era, the 230SL, 250SL and 280SL.
Due to the stratospheric rise in values of 300SL
Gullwings and Roadsters of the 1950s, that is also
carrying along the smaller/simpler 190SL (one
recently sold at auction in Palm Beach for $145,000),
the faithful Pagoda to many of the investor types

is looking a bargain. A 1965 230SL , that looked
“shabby” sold for $35,000 at the same Palm Beach
auction as the 190SL above. That means the buyer
thinks they can bring that 230SL up to snuff, come
back to auction and make a profit. Sounds naive for
those of us who have a handle on restoration costs of
a Mercedes-Benz, or is it?

In the U K. this past April a 1968 250SL sold for
$83,000. The 250SL was in very good condition,
what we call a ‘number 2’ condition car. Ata
different U.K. auction, a 1964 230SL sold for
$78,500. This was a manual example, also in number
2 condition, and overall it could be said that we are
getting a lock on the going rate for a decent (not
concours) Pagado, at least in the U.K. To add to

the data, a third auction in the same month produced
a 1966 230SL in very good condition that sold for
$83,600, and a 1970 280SL in decent driver condition
sold for $70,400.

Auctions are deemed a more accurate indicator or
value than retail, but auctions are where dealers buy
and hopefully resell for a profit, their livelihood.
Got a Pagoda? The current market says if you have
one in good condition and you sell it at auction, you
should expect about $80,000 and don’t be surprised
if it brings more — since the last recession the market
for collector classics like the Pagoda has only been
moving up.

submitted by Tom Barratt



Come along on the fall leaf tour!

The fall leaf tour for this year has been expanded to a
two night trip. But for those who wish to participate
only on Saturday, hosts Don and Carol Velcio

have modified the weekend to make Saturday only
participation possible. The full tour begins with a kick-
off breakfast at the Orchard House at Mapleside Farms
in Brunswick on Oct. 17. From there, the group will
travel scenic roads to Malabar Farm State Park for a
tour of the home of author Louis Bromfield who also
hosted Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall there for
their wedding and reception. Next travel to Mohican
St. Park and then on to Hershberger Farm and Bakery
in Charm before arriving at the Amish Door Inn and
Village in Wilmot for dinner and lodging.

On Saturday morning, the full tour and the Saturday
only people will meet at The Farm at Walnut Creek
for an amazing wagon ride through their collection of
animals that will come right up to the wagon to greet
you. The driver of the wagon tells about the various
animals and which ones are safe to feed. This venue
was part of a fall leaf tour several years ago and liked
so much, that it was included this time, too. Next is a

It's summer, the ever

It’s Back!

The ever popular Spread Eagle Brunch and Ice Cream
Social is back! On July 27, a caravan will form in the
Home Depot :
parking lot in
Streetsboro and
proceed to the
historic Spread
Eagle Tavern
in Hanoverton,
Ohio, for an
impressive
lunch. We’ll
learn some of
the history of
the town and building and be able to tour the building
while there. From there, we’ll caravan a short distance
to the home of Frank and Mary Alice Cozza at
Guilford Lake. What a beautiful array of cars you will
see on their lawn. There will be a chance to go on
pontoon boat rides around Guilford Lake, a chance to

stop at the American Gas Pump Heaven Museum in
Dover. This is a do-not-miss stop with more than gas
pumps. The owner promises things of interest to the
women and children, too. The next stop is Olgebay
Park in Wheeling, West Virginia with other interesting
venues along the scenic highway passing Clendening
Lake on part of the Tappan-Moravian Trail. Dinner
that evening will be the fabulous buffet at the Olgebay
Resort and Conference center which is also our
lodging for the night.

Sunday morning, we’ll follow US 250, another scenic
by-way through beautiful country to The Inn at Honey
Run for lunch and farewells.

Don and Carol have prepared a very detailed
registration packet with specific times, venues and
costs. It is posted on our web site: www.benzclub.
org or contact Don and Carol at 2556 Canyon Creek
Drive, Hinckley OH 44233. If you have gone on any
other trips these two have prepared, you know it will
be a weekend to remember!

Hope to see you there.
popular event...

enjoy the cars and probably some cars from Martin
Motors, visit with fellow enthusiasts, door prizes, and
of course ice cream with all the toppings. It

is impossible to leave without smiles on your
face. Please join us! For those reading this

& clectronically, the flyer will be on the web site,
8  www.benzclub.org. For those reading the hard
copy, a flyer has been inserted into this Crier.
Hope to see you all at this favorite event!




Mechanical Restoration of 1969 280 SL

In a recent Crier, Ted Gottfried told of his restoration
to date of a 1969 280 SL. As promised this is the report
from then until now.

November up to May Start Up Summary

The car was completely disassembled and all
components and parts to be restored were sent out by
December 15. I was out of the country on vacation
until mid-January. All parts started coming back from
numerous rebuilding and restoration shops during
January and February. The engine was re-installed

on March 11.I turned the key and started the car on
May 1. The car runs fantastic. Six months: tear down
to start up. Such elation. Inspiration to do another 113
model Mercedes SL model car next winter! Bring it on!

Wheels and Tires

All five wheels were powder coated black. Hankook
195/75SR14 White side wall tires were mounted
because of size, appearance, and cost. These tires are
the best replacement circumference fit possible for the
original 185-14 tires. The owner is painting the wheel
covers himself.

Gas tank, Instruments, Radio, Radiator, and all
Bosch Electrical Equipment were refurbished,
returned, and re-installed without a hitch.

The Injection Pump was rebuilt in San Francisco by
Pacific Fuel Injection. The pump was properly timed
and works perfectly.

Engine Rebuild

No surprises were found in tearing down the engine.
Except for worn out pistons, piston rings, crankshaft
bearings, valve guides, valve springs, timing chain and
tensioner, and all five sprockets, for 100,000 miles the
engine was actually in pretty fair shape. For example
the engine oil pump was still excellent. Because the OE
Mercedes pistons by Mahle have become prohibitively
expensive at about $1000 each I had Ross racing
pistons installed with Hasting rings. Ross pistons are
manufactured in California and run about $100 each.

I am also putting Ross pistons in a 190SL engine
currently being rebuilt. I brought the engine home

in February and put it back in the car on March 11.
The only real delay was created by me not being fast
enough in completely stripping the engine bay of each

and every component and brush painting the entire
compartment. All components were refurbished
before being reinstalled in conjunction with the re-
installation of the engine.

Transmission

Probably the biggest surprise of the whole project
was the internal condition of the automatic
transmission. Even though the unit ran OK and
shifted well 20 years ago, my transmission shop
disassembled the unit and found that in addition to
the usual wear items of clutches and bands that gear
packs were starting to break down and come apart.
Fortunately all gears, seals, bands, clutches, etc. are
still available from Mercedes. During initial break in
runs the transmission shifts smoothly with absolutely
no leaks. Leaks were common on these units back in
the day.

Brakes

During engine break in runs I noticed that the brake
pedal was unusually hard. Testing the vacuum
booster revealed that it was not holding vacuum and
leaking. Hence the hard pedal. Because new booster
cost nearly $1200, I have spent several weeks
searching for a rebuilder. After trying more than

six shops throughout the country, I concluded that
diaphragm replacement is no longer available. These
shops no longer exist. A new booster and master
cylinder will be installed ASAP.

QUOTE BY TED:

I do not care how fast your car goes, I want to
know how fast it stops" In short, the brake booster
delay has been the longest hold up on an otherwise
extremely smooth running project.

Break In

My plan is to continue running the car to about 500
miles before I return it to the owner. During this
period I will adjust the engine valves, change the
engine oil, and monitor all functions to insure that
the car is ready for miles of worry free service. Again
this is a project that has turned out extremely well.

I have restored numerous Model 113 (230-250-280-
SL) 1963-1971 cars over the past thirty years and
this car is truly a great one.
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June 29 (Sun)
June 30 (Sun)
July 8 (different date)
July 19, 20
July 25-27
July 27 (Sun)
August 5
August 16
August 23
Aug. 25-27
Aug. 30

MBCA Schedule of Events

Horse Country Tour
Mid-Ohio Vintage Grand Prix
Monthly Membership Meeting
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
Concours of America

Spread Eagle & Ice cream social
Monthly Membership Meeting
Huron Yacht Club outing

Old Car Fun Day

Put-in-Bay Race Reunion
Oktoberfest Berea Fairgrounds
www.clevelandoktoberfest.com

Tom Barratt

Central Ohio Section

Brewster’s, Twinsburg

Schenley Park (Reg. event)

St. John’s Michigan

Frank & Mary Alice Cozza

Brewster’s Twinsburg

Ron Renzoni

Rod Thompson

Central Ohio hosting

Rudi Kamper, Car show chair
440-234-4027

Our section’s website will be updated as things change. www.benzclub.org Please check it often. As mentioned
earlier in this edition, we are hoping to do as much as possible electronically. You will learn upcoming events
quicker by checking for updates and watching your inbox.

Check out the Western Reserve Section website at benzclub.org for updates.




